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The front cover of this year's
January/February issue is a self-
portrait of North Vancouver

artist Darab Shabahang, Please see
the story on page 4 for details.
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Darab Shabahang

Originally from Iran, Darab Shabahang
has enjoyed long and varied careers as
both a scientist and as an artist, He
completed his bachelor of science
degree in physics from Poona
University, India, and spent several
years in England working as o physi-
cist, He returmed to Iran in the 19703
during the country’s revolution but was
unable o continue his work in physics
because of his political beliefs,
Prohibited from pursuing his scientific
career, Shabahang turned to art, his
childhood hobhy, The 1980k and early
1'MH)s were a very productive time for
Shabahang: he worked as a music
teacher, taught art classes, and pub-
lished ant books through his own
company, Shabahang Art Studio.
Shabahang also began to develop his
career a5 o painter, His teaching career
allowed him to explore a diverse range
of styles; impressionism, expression-
ism, realism, cubism, and classical
work, He found himsell particularly
drawn o expressionist work, and, as
his skill developed, began to partici-
parte in individual and growp
exhibitions throwghout Iran.

His greatest love, however, was his
research on traditional Iranian art.
Shabahang spearheaded a group of
academics and artists seeking wiys (0
incorporate traditional Iranian styles
and colours into modern work,

Memaorial

Almost 20 years after the revolution
in Iran, Shabahang grew tired of the
social and political oppression in his
homeland. He and his family moved
to Canada a year and a half ago and
immediately met with terrible misfor-
fune: his luggage was [ost en route
frenm the Middle East. The missing
bags contained his entire life's work
of paintings, publishing, and research.
The loss of his work was a devastat-
ing hlow for Shabahang that has lefi
him leeling unseitled in his new
country. “T am lost,” he admits, 1
love painting, I'm (rying to read some
books and articles and find out what™s
going on here [in Canadal. 1 want to
find out who's who and where T can
find my place.”
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